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Contingency plans for outbreaks 

For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils, remote education plans should be in place. These should meet the same expectations as those for any 

pupils who cannot yet attend school at all due to coronavirus (COVID-19). See section on remote education support. 

In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may advise a school or number of schools to close temporarily to help 

control transmission. Schools will also need a contingency plan for this eventuality. This may involve a return to remaining open only for vulnerable children 

and the children of critical workers, and providing remote education for all other pupils. 

Remote education support 

Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to 

have the capacity to offer immediate remote education. Schools are expected to consider how to continue to improve the quality of their existing offer and 

have a strong contingency plan in place for remote education provision by the end of September. This planning will be particularly important to support a 

scenario in which the logistical challenges of remote provision are greatest, for example where large numbers of pupils are required to remain at home. 

In developing these contingency plans, we expect schools to: 

 use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and offline resources and teaching videos, and that is linked to the school’s 

curriculum expectations 

 give access to high quality remote education resources 

 select the online tools that will be consistently used across the school in order to allow interaction, assessment and feedback, and make sure staff 

are trained in their use 

 provide printed resources, such as textbooks and workbooks, for pupils who do not have suitable online access 

 recognise that younger pupils and some pupils with SEND may not be able to access remote education without adult support, and so schools should 

work with families to deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum. 

When teaching pupils remotely, we expect schools to: 

 set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a number of different subjects 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res
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 teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is 

intended to be taught and practised in each subject 

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher in the school or through high quality curriculum resources and/or 

videos 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using questions and other suitable tasks and set a clear expectation on how regularly 

teachers will check work 

 enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to questions or assessments, including, where necessary, revising 

material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding 

 plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school, ideally including daily contact with teachers 

We expect schools to consider these expectations in relation to the pupils’ age, stage of development and/or special educational needs, for example where 

this would place significant demands on parents’ help or support. We expect schools to avoid an over-reliance on long-term projects or internet research 

activities. 

The government will also explore making a temporary continuity direction in the autumn term, to give additional clarity to schools, pupils and parents as to 

what remote education should be provided. DfE will engage with the sector before a final decision is made on this. 

A range of resources to support schools in delivering remote education is available: 

 curriculum maps for key subjects for year groups from Reception to year 9 will be published in July. They aim to provide support to schools in 

developing the ability to switch from classroom teaching to remote provision immediately in case of local lockdowns or self-isolation. A number of 

education resource providers intend to align their resources to these maps, to further support schools. These maps are designed as a support for 

schools and are entirely non-mandatory, for use at the discretion of the school. 

 DfE has produced a quality assured list of remote education resources which are available to schools and parents for free over the summer term. 

Where pricing models have changed, schools may consider using some of their catch-up funding on remote resources in line with the access to 

technology section of the EEF’s COVID-19 support guide for schools 

 from that start of the autumn term, Oak National Academy will make available video lessons covering the entire national curriculum, available to 

any school for free. These are being in developed in partnership with a wide group of teachers and school leaders to develop lessons in the popular 

topics. The resources will be as flexible as possible, allowing schools to reorder topics and lessons, to match their own plans and curriculum. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/
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 Oak National Academy specialist content for pupils with SEND. This covers communication and language, numeracy, creative arts, independent 

living, occupational therapy, physical therapy and speech and language therapy. Their provision for next academic year will include an expanded 

range of content for the specialist sector. 

 government-funded access to one of two free-to-use digital education platforms: Google for Education or Microsoft Office 365 Education. Schools 

can apply through The Key for School Leaders. The Key also provides feature comparison and case studies on how schools are making the most of 

these platforms. 

 a network of schools and colleges for help and support on effective use of tech for remote education that can be accessed through the EdTech 

Demonstrator Programme. 

 laptops, tablets and 4G wireless routers were made available to local authorities and academy trusts to support vulnerable and disadvantaged 

children (specifically, care leavers, children and young people with a social worker, and disadvantaged year 10 pupils) between May to July 2020. 

Local authorities and academy trusts will continue to own these devices. 

 following pupils returning to school in the autumn term, laptops and tablets will be distributed directly to schools affected by a local coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak. These will be available for disadvantaged pupils in years 3 to 11 and clinically extremely vulnerable children from all year 

groups unable to attend school. These devices will be owned by the school and provided to children and young people who would otherwise be 

unable to access remote education. 

 In addition to 4G routers provided to local authorities and academy trusts, the Department for Education is working in partnership with BT to offer 

free access to BT WiFi hotspots for disadvantaged pupils. We are also working with the major telecommunications companies to expand this offer 

and provide access to free additional data to families who rely on a mobile internet connection while the response to coronavirus (COVID-19) 

requires pupils to learn from home and access social care services online. More information on increasing internet access for vulnerable and 

disadvantaged children is available. 

 

https://covid19.thekeysupport.com/remote-learning/
https://edtech-demonstrator.lgfl.net/
https://edtech-demonstrator.lgfl.net/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-bt-wifi
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-bt-wifi

